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the Council of the League on May n, as the result of the report
of the jurists to whom the question had been remitted, their
findings being that while Poland was under obligation to use
the port fully, she was not obliged to do so to the detriment of
her own ports. With Mr. Anthony Eden, British Under-Secretary
for Foreign Affairs, as rapporteur', the Council adopted the report,
but the decision did not please the Free City, and there was no
slackening of the strain in its relations with Poland. It was
increased during June by the "Cruiser Affair." On the i4th of
that month a British cruising flotilla of nine destroyers appeared
off Gdynia; four entered the port, where they were welcomed by
the Polish authorities, and the rest went on to Danzig, where they
were met by the Polish destroyer Wicker, which saluted and accom-
panied them into the harbour. The reason given by the Poles for
this proceeding was that, as the Free City had no navy of its
own and was represented by Poland as regarded foreign affairs,
it was fit and proper for Poland to act in this manner.
Forthwith the Danzig Government sent a strong protest to
Papee, Polish Commissary-General, and demanded that the Wicker
should leave by a specified hour; but she remained beyond that
time. Papee explained that the visit of the ship was intended
as an act of courtesy to the British flotilla; but the incident created
much excitement in Berlin as well as Danzig. Next, the German
Government informed Warsaw that it was sending the cruiser
Schlesien and two other warships to Danzig by request of the
Government of the Free City. This announcement created
consternation at Geneva, where it was feared that if Poland,
acting on the same principles as before, sent the Wicker to Danzig
to greet the German ships, some explosion would result and
peace be gravely jeopardized. The Secretariat appealed to Zaleski,
who succeeded in getting Pilsudski to promise that the Wicker
should not be sent. The German vessels arrived in Danzig on
June 23, and were welcomed with unbounded enthusiasm by
crowds of Danzigers, many of whom displayed swastika flags.
The ships stayed for three days; by way of protest, Pap£e absented
himself from the Free City till they sailed for home.

